OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  STAFF ANNIVERSARIES LEO SCHMEINK
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o Lagé S Liz Brix 3 years On September 16, 2025, Korean War veteran Leo Schmeink took part in a powerful journey
Charlotte P%ock 1oth of remembrance and recognition as he joined the 63rd Honor Flight of the Quad Cities to
Cathy Kime 12th Washington, D.C. Organized to honor veterans for their service and sacrifice, the Honor
Doris Rayburn i - % Flight brought together 84 veterans — including four from the Korean War, one from
Marilyn Dengler 18" Homecoming King & Queen World War Il, and the rest from the Vietnam War era.

Mackenzie Bohr 20" Jerry & Kris Schwien

Ruth Heuer 23" The group flew from the Quad Cities into Dulles International Airport, where they were
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welcomed warmly before beginning a full day of visits to the nation's most sacred military
landmarks. The veterans toured several historic sites and war memorials, including the
World War Il Memorial, Korean War Veterans Memorial, and Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

A highlight of the day was attending the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery — a solemn ceremony that deeply
moved many on the trip. For Leo, Arlington Cemetery stood out as the most memorable
part of the experience. Walking among the endless rows of headstones, surrounded by the
weight of history and sacrifice, left a lasting impression.

The Honor Flight gave veterans like Leo a chance to reflect, reconnect with fellow
servicemen, and receive long-overdue recognition. The day concluded with an emotional
homecoming at Quad Cities International Airport, where crowds gathered to cheer and

Homecoming Court thank each veteran in person.
Georgene “Pinky” Verschuere
Sue Collins For Leo Schmeink, the journey to Washington, D.C., was more than a trip — it was a tribute
Julie McClintic to a life of service and a moment of national gratitude that will not be forgotten.
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